9/21/2010 Finding the Positive in Cellphones for ...

HOME PAGE | TODAY'S PAPER | VIDEO | MOST POPULAR | TIMES TOPICS ‘ Subscribe to The Times  Welcome, nitepassng Log Out Help TimesPeople

o~ - o~ Search All NY Times.com
The New FJork Times . W
Magazine |[ao -

WORLD U.S. N.Y./REGION BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY SCIENCE HEALTH SPORTS OPINION ARTS STYLE TRAVEL JOBS REAL ESTATE AUTOS

A

iz NBC NEWS

: Beginning ¢
.‘. ﬁgl{.llgantlon September 26th Our country. Our future.

Dial'a'ClaSS Log in to see w hat your friends

are sharing on nytimes.com.
Privacy Policy | What's This?

By ELIZABETH GREEN
Published: September 16, 2010

For the past few years, Andreas Haralambou has performed the same RECOMMEND What’s Popular Now [F}
ritual. “Can I have a cellphone?” he asks his dad. “When you’re TWITTER Lady Gaga Goes 2 Students Spell
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None of this persuades his father, George. “It’s distracting;
Tom Rowe  it’s a diversion,” Haralambou, a physician, said by land line,

summing up the universal parent perspective. “He needs to

The . be concentrating on his schoolwork.”
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schoolwork. At the camp, Andreas and other children used

extra argument to his arsenal: maybe cellphones can be

Nexus One smartphones, and with the help of probes that zipped bluetooth signals to the e WORTH MORE
phones, the children tested the air for carbon monoxide, particulate matter and noise
pollution. Andreas’s job was to use his phone to measure contaminants from idling buses 05T POPULAR

and vans. (New York City requires drivers to turn off their engines when they stop for any
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significant period near a school.) Andreas and his team found buses idling for as long as 14
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The project was part of an experiment by the New Youth City Learning Network, which
takes as a premise that most children already exist in a digital world. The network is
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strongly interested in mobile devices: “Anytime-anywhere-anyhow learning” is how its co- & &
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founder, Diana Rhoten, describes it. “You can’t do that stuck to your desktop.” . Keeping Kids Safe From the Wrong Dangers
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Other new mobile applications include a tool called NOAH that lets you take cellphone
. The Stone: The Meat Eaters

pictures of bugs and trees and then sends back an identification of the exact type in as little . ThomasL. Friedman: Aren’t We Clever?

as 24 hours and one that provides a similar service for historical landmarks, a result of a . Mormon-Owned Paper Stands With Immigrants
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partnership between the History Channel and Foursquare. . In Afghanistan, Boys Are Prized and Girls Live the

In a group of villages in rural India, meanwhile, the Digital Study Hall uses mobile phones o
to create a community among isolated schoolteachers. About three times a week, a group Go to Complete List »
of 80 teachers checks in to a phone network to discuss everything from what to do with
children who never speak to the challenge of young girls’ dropping out when they are

married off. The students sometimes use the network, too. They recently held a singing

competition, a debate and an elocution contest. All on their cellphones.
This article has been revised to reflect the following correction:
Correction: September 20, 2010

An earlier version of this article misstated the substance that children were using their
cellphones to test the air for. It was carbon monoxide, not dioxide.
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Morning T: Christian Siriano

A version of this article appeared in print on September 19, 2010, on Wok-Fried mozzarella sticks

page MM64 of the Sunday Magazine.

nytimes.com VIDEO
Get the full newspaper experience, and more, delivered to your Mac or PC. Times
Reader 2.0: Try it FREE for 2 full weeks. E-MAIL
ADVERTISEMENTS
PRINT
Hew fork Blaes
REPRINTS Find your dream home with E-:;k
The New York Times Real Estate Network
mytimes.com, knowiodgn|

Follow The New Y ork Times on

Seattle Coupons Twitter
1 ridiculously huge coupon a day. Get 50-90% off Seattle's best!

www.Groupon.com/Seattle Watch today's top videos

Seethenewsin themaking. Watch

Related Searches TimesCast, a daily news video.

Children and Youth Get E-Mail Alerts

Cellular Telephones Get E-Mail Alerts

Education (Secondary) Get E-Mail Alerts The Bloody Mary

History Channel Get E-Mail Alerts evolves.
nytimes.com

Where the conversation begins.

Fastest Dial-Up Avaliable

19X Accelerated DialUp for $9.95/mo Free USA Support
& No Contract!

www.toast.net/services/dialup

Google Mobile Advertising

Reach Your Customers On-The-Go! Start With Google
Mobile Ads Today.

adwords.google.com

iPhone 4 Sold for $29.99
iPhone 4 (No Contract) is sold on SwipeAuctions.com for
95% Off.

www.SwipeAuctions.com

INSIDE NYTIMES.COM E m

SPORTS » HEALTH » BUSINESS » OPINION » MUSIC » OPINION »

Bloggingheads: lfc :; L
B ¥ o) 2
Roots of e @ TR E
e . s -
Religiosity
Comparing religious
fundamentalism in the

Muslim world and the
West.

S (R0 h
F W

L

Starter or Not, Vick May =~ My Defensive Pessimism  Legroom Tight Now? New Still a Little Sloppy, but Op-Ed: Anatomy of a
Already Have Won in the ‘Race of Truth’ Seat Is Less Spacious That’s the Point Misdiagnosis

Home | World = US. | N.Y./Region @ Business | Technology | Science | Health | Sports | Opinion | Arts | Style = Travel = Jobs | RealEstate | Autos | Backto Top

Copyright 2010 The New York Times Company | Privacy | Terms of Service = Search | Corrections RSS | FirstLook | Help | ContactUs | Workfor Us | Advertise | Site Map

nytimes.com/.../19Essays-cellphone-t.... 2/2



